
What is Workshop? 
In much the same way that an artist puts his or skills to work in a studio, readers and 
writers practice and grow their skills in reading and writing workshops. 

   
Reading Workshop and Writing Workshop are two parts of our overall balanced 
literacy curriculum.  This curriculum also includes other component such as 
read-aloud, shared reading, shared or interactive writing, guided reading, and word 
study (spelling, phonics, vocabulary).  Workshops are the times of day when students 
are practicing independent reading or writing, receiving guidance and assistance from 
the teacher, as needed, and working with peers in groups or partnerships.   
 
In Reading and Writing Workshops students are... 

● Participating in a brief lesson – called a “minilesson” -- that teaches students 
new strategies 

● Engaging in work time that gives them: 
o Plenty of time to read and write  
o Practice with strategies with some help, if needed 
o Time to meet with the teacher individually in a reading or writing 

conference to focus on their individual goals 
o Opportunities to gather as small groups to gain additional support or 

enrichment to grow as readers and writers 
o Opportunities to grow their own ideas through talk and sharing with 

peers 
 
Some ways that parents and caregivers can support reading growth are… 

● Providing access to books – visiting the library, having a special place for books 
at home 

● Creating time to read – TV off, book open ☺ 
● Being a reading partner—spending time reading together and talking about 

books and ideas 
 

Some ways that parents and caregivers can support writing growth are… 

● Being incredibly interested in their kids’ writing – asking questions about it as a 
reader/listener 

o “What did you write today?”  
o “What are you working on?  Tell me about it!” 

● Helping kids orally rehearse their ideas for writing – storytelling, talking about 
what they know about a topic 

● Studying the work of published authors together and talking about what they 
notice and would like to try out in their own writing 

● Helping get ideas on paper by transcribing or keyboarding for them sometimes  


